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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 9591 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PA, VT 

SUBJECT: CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS IN PARAGUAY 
REF: ASUNCION 3471 

1. DURING SEPT. 13 DISCUSSION OF OTHER MATTERS WITH RANKING 
VATICAN OFFICIAL, WE HAD OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE QUESTION OF 
CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS IN PARAGUAY BY NOTING THAT WE HAD LEARNED 
OF PARTICIPATION BY NUMBER OF PARAGUAYAN BISHOPS IN RELIGIOUS 
CEREMONY HONORING PRESIDENT STROESSNER'S INAUGURATION. SOURCE 
EXPLAINED THAT SITUATION HAD DEVELOPED AS FOLLOWS. PRIOR TO 
INAUGURATION, ARCHBISHOP OF ASUNCION ROLON AND OTHER RESIDEN- 
TIAL BISHOPS HAD DECIDED NOT TO PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN 
CEREMONIES SURROUNDING PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION, BUT THAT 
ROLON STATED ASUNCION CATHEDRAL WAS AVAILABLE SHOULD ANYONE 
WISH TO CELEBRATE MASS ON THAT OCCASION. ACCORDING TO VATICAN, 
APPARENTLY ONLY 84- YEAR-OLD RETIRED ARCHBISHOP MENA WAS WILLING 
TO PERFORM CEREMONY HONORING STROESSNER. SINCE NUNCIATURE IN 
ASUNCION STILL VACANT, VATICAN THOUGHT IT WOULD BE UNNECESSARY 
INSULT TO PRESIDENT STROESSNER NOT TO SEND A SPECIAL REPRESEN- 
TATIVE FOR INAUGURATION AND, ACCORDINGLY, NUNCIO ZANINI FROM 
ARGENTINA WAS DEPUTIZED TO REPRESENT THE POPE ON THAT OCCASION. 
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2. WHEN ASKED WHETHER FACT OF ARCHBISHOP MENA CELEBRATING MASS 
FOR INAUGURATION, WHICH MOREOVER ATTENDED BY BISHOP BENITEZ 
OF VILLARRICA, MIGHT INDICATE WEAKENING OF PARAGUAYAN BISHOPS' 
DETERMINATION TO MAINTAIN UNITED OPPOSITION TO STROESSNER 
REGIME, SOURCE SAID HE SERIOUSLY DOUBTED THIS WAS CASE. AS 
FAR AS VATICAN KNOWS, ALL RESIDENTIAL BISHOPS AGREED ON OPPOSI- 
TION TO REGIME AND ONLY A FEW OLDER AUXILIARY BISHOPS SEE ANY 
UTILITY IN ALTERING THIS POLICY. SOURCE NOTED THAT VATICAN IS 
DEFINITELY NOT ENCOURAGING PARAGUAYAN EPISCOPATE TO IMPROVE 
ITS RELATIONS WITH GOP, BUT LEAVING ANY DETERMINATIONS ON THIS 
LOCAL MATTER ENTIRELY IN HANDS OF PARAGUAYAN BISHOPS. VOLPE 
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